
NATURAl. SETTINg , 

poc ~hon tRB ,'\. ea". l." develonment largel;; to, H. Conn ty owes _ .. 

poeit. 1en on the boundary of Virginia. 

ite ri ch valleys on their first shOTt 

PioneerinB ex~lorer8 d18c!rvor.d " -... - ... 
trip. beyond the Alleahen .... bar·. 

ne r. LRter, it bee amp. an important gateway for settlers" from tne 
/ 

ea s t e rn cOll1!D.unities who pushed int"o the free lands of the Oh.lo co ~, ntTY. . -... ( 
. ' , , 

~ cou.'l ~Y , in i ts eeOgral):i:a( ... pla.cem~n~ and ( co~tou-r.: .... '1·8 .qUi teo 81milar 

to ttes t Virginia , Itself. Trim the northern. panhandle reBlon from a , -
map of staEe and the remainder will -"be surprisingly ll)te a ma'p of 

\ .,. - ~ 

Poca..l-ton as. Like t:!1e 8 tate I the cO\~ ty extends much - farthe-r 
• 

, 
north, 

s outh , cas ~ , Rnn wes t thlm its size would indicate. From 37 degrees I 
V". ~" )-

40 mI nu t.es no :-th latitude at ' its southermost ·!>Oiilt ,~'t 8tre~tcheB to 
, 

32 degr e es 45 :nlnutes north lat.i tude. Similar-ly 1 t reaches f roUl ?~ 

degr ees, 35 minutes to 8~, degrees. 24 minutes ~est l~n~i ~ud e. ~ 
• 

miles of land make Pocahontas the tllird 
.4 e-. - - -to 

s tate In si'7.1r,. I t was i'ormE:d from ,parts cf 'Bath, ..... P~;d-::.~ "-/ eoun t.y 
, ".;.,'. : 

le~on . and Rh.ndolph CDu-ntTeS and vias ' ori6inally tho '@ & to ' contain 

eG.(' '~u& re mIles . Bou d ' e d t . -~ ;- arl 8 , as € ermIned by the VIrgInl& leg~s-

bc.-..t'c 1n laGl , · ... 't::re as .fo l l o\i8: '. 
-0601nn1n8 a t th..: 1 n e of r;ree~nhrier County on tor_ of the Allc

u-tny Co,un,,, n Thtmc ~ wi tn t he BRid line to t h e llead or' Since ?u.n, 
ht:l end of the D ro ap lloun eal n I thenct: Ytl t11 

• L 
t •• fl f -.' h ft.n. -ndolpl. . I C h t .. un 0 \11 t. ~1 t. l i ne dl Vl d"l. 11 

1r, r~' •• p 0 • . 4..., . o to} • • mounLtU n O~.liOIUtb t.htt. J unct.lon 

\. • ~tl to,- ... U( ':1lc. Hi "" r . "'hon 

r IL V. l1, I ' • • r . " 



~ 
I 

V 

•
' rur"'''f'ld, "hLre th(' r(.lt\d lea.nln"" [rorn CloVt':T .i..1C~ to Ranaol ...... J\ 

l' .. . ..... 4' 

~~'-rt.h~ 'ee . crosses said moun~8. .. n. thEnce ~ ~trp.i 6.n t. ll.nc.: to \'.here 
••• :h' 1, ,. of ?ndle~on county_ intersects th« !lne of Ba~h and RanQolpil 

(I .... .,:.~ a on tOP or the mountaUl between Cheat Rnd Greenbrit:r Ri Vl;:rs, 

:~. co t.l ~h ~he t ol' of said "mountain ~o wilere t h e roar. l e?c,ng from 

S!.venS ~o R.ndol:)~l Court house cro~se6 i.t, thence a stralc>h
t 

line 
• 

01>1508 i te the head of 
t he east focA. 

~o :t.c t.op of 
he All e!!heny Hount"j.n • • 

'" t:.. ree~l>r ier!li ver , thence with tho- top of tn. said lOo.U1tain to 

• 

:. t~" PLndle~on line, thence Wl t h the t.o, of tho Ba.ld mountkw to the 

: h -= s~I'a i&ht line from the Slavens road to t h e Jilountn.:.n Opp08.lte 

:~: !-.t.lor! of Sast ?ork of Gret:nbrlt'~ r caused m.uch confl~s12_n . As c ~unt.1 
: _ .. t: ""ere ch en, a corridor waS formed cut t l.YlS off a part of pendleton , 

Also, R "no lllants land" \ias cre.ateci , 
!r " ~be oain body of the county. .or • . 
&!J~ent t.o a."\n<,~ol?h. After consoldcra.nl e d 1s u te the boUnaal"l:-ts ""! were . ..."7 . ./ ' ••. -. 

..... __ - _ _ !.r ~ ...... . " ~ ~ -. ... 

~~Tet to the present locati~n, pocahontas--thu~ galned~ a vast-aTea . of 

r .. ch t .. ~er la.nd , Burner, llay. Gt:-rtrude and Wit'deli are ltunbe; .... to .... ns 

, . . ...... ';.rang \,1(! n t.h.1S f o r me rly (ileputed te-rrl. torj. Abou.t ten Plllf:s 

• :~ •• a.TC-& . 
ew yeaTS later th~ 80uthern border was c tam:~d SllGutly, 

.... 0 .... e Cfl,.Se of. 60 q 6&0 nc r es. As ' • 

-. ' . -- V' ... "Nt.k e ~ e l·l(ll.nel! );u16 .. he re 1'0 ... \<\ t~rl"a n 1e C;cl1t:Ta l,bonn (\Rr l " S d 

• 
ut 1 nKrr 1e.ca , BtrU8,I'13 , n.n d. d i v1.81flnS of ",at~r shed . 

• 
r ' .. '1 or trif'nJ on .,,, 1) I5U1'1I 0,)'O]' wi t,h :ohf't WJ.l co ntry in 

for 1 1.$ 

n l:: n-



put 1. 

CHAPTER THR§E ~ATURAL SETTING (Po ~ahonta8c~nt') 

BtC1nni6g Augu.t 26t h 1'~ 

Ro.coe W. Brown. 

BituateeS on t he euterll d eSe of the stat. e_ewhat 
:>. c J.. po~ahont .. Count, le ~ 

bel oW' t he center of W .. t Virginia, it aeSjoinirl& the s tat. of Virgi¢a in the e .. t , 

'the meander. of the Alleghany mountaine , aDeS th •• at.reh ed t hereot which i. the 9 

li ne bet.een virginia and west Virginia ,forme the ea etern boundry l~De or po cahont •• 

Count y e.x c e~t the north eDeS ot t he County .hich 18 bounded on t h e eaat by Pendleton 

county 0 r weat Vi rgi ma. 

Po ~ahont .. County it bounded on the no r th and north-.eat by Webster and. 

Randolph Countiee, on t he north-eaet by Pendleton County I on t he 8aat by Highland 

&Dd Bath Counties of the :>tat e of Virginia, and on t he south-•• at by Greenbrier County 

Th e Geogre.phal poeit1on or Pocahontas County ,or ae it i_ oriented in the 

:>t.t. of We.t Vi r ginia,in r eference to ita pOSitio n ot Lat i t ude and Lo ngitudinal 

depar tU.T8; at the Hi gh-School BUldingt..i.t Gre enbank taken as a point ae near a. 

can be de r ined ,i' 38 de,r.ea .2Sminutea ,and 33 aeconda of North Latitude and • 
1'7 deE reee , . , mi nu tee , and .30 aeconde of Longitude from Greenwich. 

P~tt:'{J'l1 
!h. C. os:raph al"l of J.(arli ntoD ( tbe County l18a1. of Pocahonta8 County) i. 

&VJjroz 1£ahJ., .. t aken from the Topographi cal Cap. ma de by U. S .Engi neera for the 

Cqlop cu. 5ur n,., 11 38 deg re.,. and 13 o inut .. of No rth Latitude, And 80 degreee 

&td 6.hut •• of Lone1tud • • 

~ 
d~in8:t1on of the ma,gnetic 

appear . t o be • d.g ree. and 30 minut •• 
&t .. 1. 

cHeatl. " • with an annual chang . of 3 minut •• per year. 

l -'ll \ • U. I. o. 'lOU 
. ro bud on the Tr ut ~ r'h rid .~ .. Ie 1 aD t all 

• I al ..". prl 
.. land. a,. •• u".,.ye4 b)' th e Ma, net 1c " .,.1d1an. ) 



nt- i. irregular he Cou , 

length 1_ nearly 

t Pogo 2) 

1n outline I and 
I t. gre.t •• t '.Iinl te tonD , bae no ~ 

60 mil ee runm ng in a nOTthe8.t~.outh.e.t direction 

• northweet and and 1 t. greates t .1dth ill 
.outha.at direction i8 approx~at.ly 

toward the northern end. to about 1 LmU 88 
.. el l •• narrod ns: .... ~ planimeter t r om 
C d tenZlined .... oWI ( Po Cahontae county, a8 8 The pre.ent &Tea 0 

lbe toposr.phlc ,h.et, 1 al survey .e f ollo • • : or the United state Ceolog c 

Cr eonbank Dietrict 319.24 Square IUlee. 

t 193.64 Square UUes. B~=hr.'lillo Dilltric -~---

Xd: ray District----- 237. 05 SQuare Uiles. 

L!. '.. U . Level, District--- 192.68 Square tiilee. 
• 
~ • ~ 

ro'..al- ------------------ -942.61 ~uare Uil •• . or about 602.880 o>o r e 
~ 

PocMIot .... ! County W.8 formed by an act of the Virginia Legilatura 

- clar 1821, whUe Weat Virginia. was a part of tbe !)tate of Virginia. 

or lesf' 

1n Dec 

t ... a fo r;, ed. fro::D parU of Bath, Pendleton, and Randolph Counti es, and 

a .t ~i.:e wu luppoed t o contain 820 square miles. 

e boundry l ines of Pocahontas County as o r igionally eatabliahed by the 

f! jtd .. L ihlature in Deem;ber 1821 are a8 folloW's 

l . ,h. J"l at the line of CrDenbrier County on top of the Allegheny Uounta.1n 

"'\. . :14 ... ~~ t e ell1d lin. n tbe head of Spice aun, thence with the said line to the 

.. ~ d \tl e Droop Uoun-ta1n, t hence with eud line to Fryers Knob, thence with eaid. 11 •• 

'k ..... r. It hite"u • the 11n. of Bath o.nd Randolph, thence with the line di'ri.dlQ1 , 

.. 

tho junction ot the 
CrMobr ., CounU .. , to th. mountain OPpodt~B.nnock Shoal Run with 

•• :: • S '.r, • • . 0.. stra.!~t. 11n. to the mo uth of the dry fork of Elk.Riftr. 
• , 1 1 , 

, '.1' •• \ • 

op of 
th, c=ount a.Ln,be t.w oon t he hAd of the ¥all.y R,1 wer. 

.'" th e "0"",, l '.~l1nl tro. Clover Lick to Ra ndolph 

"he"' ... straJ. tlh\ lin. to wh on. the l i n. 0' 



P",I 3 

Ch
l.t and Groonbrilr Riftrl, thonc. with tho top of .. id mountoi. to 

_bet •• en 
..... road leading from 51aveta. ,"0 Ra6dolph Court hou •• eTO..,e' 1t, theDO'. 

_here "\oJ,e 
.toish

t 
11.0 to tho top of tho Alloshany !.Iountoin oppooi to tho hlad of tho laet 

for' of tho Groo.brior Ri yor, thoneo with tho top of tho oaid mountain to the 

Pendleton line, thence with the top of the said JD ountai
n 

to the 'beginning-

) s.o" Dy.n I ndOl< of tho land granh of woot Virginia for tho abo va c.ll.) 

It appears that the 8stabliebment of the straight line from the point in the 

road leading tro!D 51aven, I to the RlI.ndolph county Court houee to the top of the 

megh&ny uountain oppoe1te the head of the .ut Fork of the Greenbrier Rl.,.r 

in later yeart,led. to much misunderstanding, and 6ontroveTey bet ... n the Counti_ ' 
from Harrieon Count) 

Poea."lont Il8 and Randolph •. Randolph County 11'&8 ronnad/\by' an Act of the V1rgln1a 

Au cbl,. in October 1786 , and. did, nt include the head. water. of the w •• t Fork 

ot the Greenbrier Ri'f6rj and it appeared that the said line would .r/fld. cut a 

part or Pendleton in 1. ... 0 part. not joining. 
Pendleton county line a8 eetab11ebed 

by t he Virginia Au_bly in December 1187 ,only called for the top of the Alleghany 

a~ along the .eme ,and the eaet eide of t h e Greenbrier yater8 to the eouth-.o8t 

f ouataia of the South Branch, thi e point wae the corner or Augusta county .1. that 

t~. ~ later formed the setti ng of the Bath County line 

eounty 1n .1'1 

aa tormed trom Auguet. 

\0 1 21 I the greater po rtion of After the formation of Pocahontae eoun·y in 8 

.. " Greenbrier R1"1" .as not • ar.. drained by t he water. ot the W •• t Tor~ of ·ho 

C-a;>hhl)' induded in the County 11neo aboi.re mentioned and therefore appeared to 

.nd! ••• all due t o the r.ct tha· " the origional 0&1.18 aho •• 

_ i.e r4 .r . \''''~l- on th o p--t t .~ ... 0 the c1r.rtll1lan of the bill,., to the topogr~loa1 



( Poco ') 

'Th e urdcI of BoU. Ye-sor • QuallU.d land. IUTveyor ...... eured. 'to lur.,.y 

.nd •• tebli ah • lin •• 1 directed b~ • board or oommie.ionlrl; The .ur~.y Dot •• 

ot B.~.T .ag.r b1ar1UC 4,t, of Nay 2204 1816 purport' the taot that h, began at 

th e t op of Ba clt Alleghany. on Sha.",re s,countain .where tbe staunton an4 Parkereburg 

rcplt. road c ro .... the top or ,aid Uounta.1n i ( Thl. point ha4 been the moat 

,ra point or oorner 01 Pocahont •• County tor. period of 55 yeare). 

thence rl th the top of .. ,1d montua on the 41 rid. bet .. e.n the •• ten 01 the 

Gre.:'br ltr R1"T • and the ... tere 01 the Sh&vere Jl'ork 01 Cheat Ri yeT • and following 

th . w.ter ahed of the Greenbrier w.ter. to a point onthe top 01 tha AlleshaD)" 
n 

tf..:,-.:oWo on the Pene11,to County linl • 

'!'be , a.1d . uTveyo r gifta the .hole dietl!Ulce 8415 polee--- $42.07t 

7276 polo. 

~~~ of cour eee--------- 146 ------• 

• 36.38 

4.56 

• ~ol. di.tance of the ne. line between Randolph and Pocahontas County 

!. _boat 21 =11... (The bearing. and di.tanc,. ot the course. are omitted atthl. , 
;~.) -

lb, following 1e the CoID:ll1e.lonen report ot tbe line, and the same i.t, 

.. ....... !.r or ncord in the County Clerke Offic. ot Pocahontae County West Va. 

to o..;s !oak no IS at Page 188 

• Qa a:n H. Clark , Will1C11 9. Overholt, and John C. Price Commieeionere 

• • ;-ar\ . 1 Poeahont •• County end, 

' ••• Cr_lor.i, Hic:hol.. areiUler and S.D. Strader Commi •• i onere ,on 

,., a ,tLl,ll Count,. • and 
B. W. Byrne .ho .... dully cho.e tl:IIp1re by eaid 

• \ .1 \I . • 

• I •• ,.U • •• . _ 



l pogo 5) 

... to wit beginning on the tpp or Back Alleghany 
, onsSbavere uountain ,_bere the 

Sl.aunton OIl" Parker.bur, Turnpiko road oro .... tb. top of .111" \lountl11n an4 

runNOII thono. with tho top of .1114 !.Iountl11n on tho 4id40, b.t .. e.
n 

the .. ator. 

or Groonbrior Ri .. r and tho .. toro of ~havora Fork of Gbeat Riftr ao follo ••• 

l tho f1rot oall of tho 11n.) 5.33 E. S8 polo. • ------ (The bearing. and 

4iotanc .. or tho couro .. of the 11ne are o""i ttod 'at thi. plac. ,but oan furni.h 

iJua. 11 nec8lary , ) ( The la.t call 01' line) N. 31 E. 70 poles to a Hemlock ' . 

.here the said 41 dting 
Qlerry U»l 2 BeBchea on the top of Alleghany Mountain 

rid&. ioter •• ct. the said Alleghany "ountain. 

'!b" Colml 1881onere on the P&rt of R&ndolph county dissenting .. 

to:=lealonar. on the part of pocahontae County.. S.H.Clark. 

\b overholt 

John C. Prioe 

B. W. Byrne. llDpire • 

epor 0 he County liD8 bet ••• n the pocahont •• and -
• 0 • ' .""10"121 pl." and T t t t 

. ..... 1.-, eoUft'ti .••• u pr ... nte4 in UhOftiC8 &nd alb1 tt.4 to record .. 

'!liST JQH N J. na .. n CLERK. 



( P"ltO 6 ) 

Tbe •• t.bll.~.nt of the dieput,1S line by the Commi •• ioalrl • which appeare 

to ha"" b.,n controlla by the dlo1clilll YOt., of tbe Umpire added much 'I'IIluatlOJl 

to the Or .. nbank Dt.triot of Pocahobt.a County, The Valuation of many tbouland 

tell to 'ocahontu County , and many ylar. afterward 

.~ difterlnt .and Sa. mill, and LU~.r Towne .are .It.bllahed within the 

dllput,d ar •• I The Lumber Towne- Burner. Hay, Gertrude I and Wildell. and 

othlr hDblr operationa on the W •• tern Uaryland R ailroacl .... r. in the ar •• that 

c dd t o Po cuont •• County. The.,1 "ere all luge Lumber towne with ChUTCh,. 

aM School' • and bad all the modarn conTOni,neia. I that •• nt to make up II. 

d .. .1rabl , place tor the employ •••• and their flmilil. 10 11", whila the mill, 

.. r. in operation. The duration ot tbe mill. that operated on th. "Iat Jork ot 

• Cr .. n'orl.r tiftr .. a. from 1900 to about 1920. 

A'bou t 10 mil •• of the WeateTn Maryland Railroad 1 ... 1 thin thi. di.puted 

t 
aru. , ar.d ddi"l that mount of valulloD ot the rolling ston to Pocahomu 1-



_ 12 Ugbt ~"d_ 011 .14 ... 
(

b.llding, ele •• ted pulp1\ 111 atblr eDd , twa .-11 

S y .. rI ago the .1d. galleril •• erl taken aut IUId thl bu1ldi", coilod. Boncbo' 

._ rc I .Ull 1n u •• end ftl baUt 1n 
••

••• 4 _ ... en out end chai re put ill. Tb1. cbu h 1 

183SI .. tho roco rdl .ba. it ftO deeded July 4, 1835. 

idray Ch.rch '81 built 1n 1863 11:. D. King •• tbe contr.ctor ODd bu1Uor. 

contract price abovo ·foundation .700.00. For thi. work Lak1n and Peter. 1'am1.hed 

ibout t..ent)' thousand teet of lumber trom their mill at Clover Llc~. delinred at 

: he Cay Siding ! which il now the Fair Ground., for ten dollars per thoua'" white . . . , 
pi"" l uchor. Everything o""";'ed up, all told, the lI:dray church COlt 12032.25 • 

3dr8Y post Office .... tho_ f1rot poot offiCI in Edray CO!llllunity. . . . 
Then l ooking for a 'name. Ura. Eliza "'oor., mother of t he lat. Georg. P. &4oore , 

b.d~ a Bible reader, suggested a Bible name end eaid "Call the poet orfice Edrei!, . 

Learlr.g orf the ei 8.Dd adding ry making Edray the nl!U'D8 ot the first poet otfice. 

:bi, of!"ie e wall eetabli s hed about 1850. ." Boon 88 Geo. P. )Joors was of age, be 

hce:e pos t maste r end continued to be until bi_ death in 1922. He ... t he oldest 

. 
From Pocahoptal Time8 ---Noy. 4, 19~6 " 

• 

• 

• 

• • 
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Gr~ en Bank Distriot i s t h e most northern district 

~ .... ...I-.t-., I d " d tb t in ~ count y. t i s bounde on t ne nortn an nor -wes 

by Rendol ph County, on t he ee st by Pendleton and Hi gh land 

counti e s , south b y Hunter sville a nd Edr ay Di str i ct s . The 

surface i s br oken and mount a i nou s . The fountain streams 

of t: e Greenbrie r river con stitute t he dra i nage s ystem. 

k:long t hese are t il e east and we s t b r anch e s of t he Greenorier 

r i ver , Li t t le Hi vel' , Deer Creek , i:iorth fork of Deer Creek 

and Lea t ' er bark Creek . . . . 
T.e o l d mi ll which has b een !!I ~nt ion ed witil t il. e mac h i n e 

in connection t:i t h t he making of t ools and implements of iron 

and s t eel . T~ i s ma chi ne wa s u sed 1n drawi ng out and flannin g 

larg~ i r on and s t ee l:. f or making \va gcn tires, horse shoes, 

B~vel pl ows , bo l t s , ~ail s end sha? ing out heavy iron work. 

~he si t e of t he ol d Uill and Tilt na~mer i s on the land of 

~e~r1 ~oodde l1 , near Greenbank, i n Greenbank Di strict. The 

p. t and e:abe.nkmen t s may be se etSn on the we st s ide of t he road 

~t en Uartln SUtton ' s Bl a ck smith s ' op a nd Henry iVooddell's 

e . 1he ol~ ~111 r a ce i s now u sed fo r t he coun ty r oad . 
~= I 0:1 n "". n V)'en. t l abor saving fo r t he community and had 
't. nlo In • 18rly de velopment of th e comm~~ i ty • 

ra n Conrft~ of i r dcrlck County , Muyl and , pur cha sed 
I • I • 'I'''ylor Oranl from J ohn Brown , on nu St r d , 1799. . 

rn ••• ""0 "'f't. l' po r or ::or t. l F(\r k , ,,:d e h ?:t\ s 

1 _0 t.,t \11 Cr ef'k,.l. to; t. tlm et . 11 t' built. 11 Tub ~1 11 or 

I ." ~n run 1u Q nd 1 Hon tor t en o r 1'1.f;e en 


